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James' farewell party at the beach bar

FAREW ELL,JJAMES!

ha [!R!NK' LAUGH! REPEAT!
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~ CHEERS TO NEW ADVENTURES!
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Royal Varuna Yacht Club achieved the
clean regattas certification from Oceania

Sailors for the Sea Powered by Oceana is the world’s leading ocean conservation
organisation that engages, educates, and activates the sailing and boating community to
restore ocean health. Boaters see firsthand many of the issues our oceans face, from
pollution, which fouls their playground, to overfishing and habitat destruction, which
threaten marine life and the food source for billions of people worldwide. Through solution-
oriented programs, sailors for the sea unite a core constituency of sailors and boaters,
nearly 12 million strong, whose support helps to win victories to save the world’s oceans.
Clean Regattas is the world’s leading sustainability certification for all on-the-water, near-
the-water, and water-loving events. With over 4,000 events hosted since 2006, this program
has reached 1.7 million sailors and attendees across 53 countries. The target is promoting
Sustainability in the Sailing and Boating Community. Clean Regattas is a free self-
assessment tool that allows events to earn certification levels ranging from Participant to
Platinum. With robust resources and support, the goal is to provide organisers with the
most effective ways to make their event better for attendees, communities, and our planet.
ROYAL VARUNA YACHT CLUB is proud to be part of this great effort to save our sea.
Many thanks to Tamsin and Apple for this achievement.

SAILORS

3 FOR
= THE
2

&)

/b
ey

Varuna Open Masters Championship
Hosted by Royal Varuna Yacht Club

CLEAN REGATTAS CERTIFICATION
January 30 to February 1, 2026
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Emily Conklin David Rockefeller, Jr.
Program Manager Founder
Sailors for the Sea Sailors for the Sea
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The Brand-New EXPAT CUP - Only for outstanding sailors!

When Thailand’s rainy summer season rolls around, many
people pack their bags—but the country’s most dedicated
sailors head straight for the water. On July 11 and 12, the
prestigious Royal Varuna Yacht Club in Pattaya will host the
inaugural EXPAT CUP. Spanning two intense days, this
brand-new competition is specifically designed for outstanding
sailors who remain in Thailand during the low season, ready
to test their mettle against the elements and each other.

Braving the Summer Monsoon

The summer months in Thailand bring unpredictable tropical weather, shifting
winds, and sudden downpours. For the average boater, it's a time to stay ashore.
But for the elite community of expatriate and local sailors staying behind, it is the
perfect playground. The EXPAT CUP isn't just another weekend regatta; it's a
masterclass in heavy-weather tactics and resilience. Competitors will have to read
the complex, monsoon-driven currents of the Gulf of Thailand and handle rapid
weather shifts that only true veterans of the sport can exploit to their advantage.

Latest: The Beluga Cup 2026

The Beluga Cup is a symbol of
dedication, hard work, and
perseverance in the world of sailing. It
serves as a powerful reminder that the
joy of being on the water is open to
everyone, regardless of size or shape.
This trophy is an invitation and an
inspiration for others to join us at the
Royal Varuna Yacht Club (RVYC) and
discover this wonderful sport.

Awarded as part of the Thai Fiji
Adventure, this year’s winners are
brothers Joshua Ananda Kurtz and
Levi Kassapa Kurtz. They were
selected for their relentless
perseverance while crewing the Hobie
16 and for their role in inspiring a new
generation of multihull sailors.

Congratulations to the Kurts
brothers for embodying the true
spirit of the Gulf!
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