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Q: What was the atmosphere like when sailing with 

the King? Was it formal or relaxed? 

On the water, it was surprisingly relaxed yet governed by a deep 

mutual respect. Once the starting gun fired, the "Royal" part of 

the title faded into the background, and he became the Skipper. 

He preferred it that way. He enjoyed the honesty of sailing—if 

you made a mistake, the boat reacted, regardless of who you 

were. 
 
Q: Do you recall any specific instances where his 

seamanship or technical knowledge of sailing really 

impressed you? 

His Majesty’s technical knowledge was formidable. He didn't just 

sail boats; he designed and built them. I remember being  

Q: Can you share a personal anecdote—a small, memorable moment—that captured his essence? 

I recall a moment after a race where the King was tinkering with his rigging. He was completely focused, his hands covered in salt and 

grime, just like any other sailor. A member of the royal entourage tried to step in to help, and the King gently waved them off. He wanted 

to feel the tension of the lines himself. That was his essence: humility and a desire to understand the mechanics of his world firsthand. 
 
Q: What is the most critical lesson the sea has taught you? 

The most critical lesson the sea taught me is humility. You can be the best sailor in the world, but the ocean is always in charge. 

It teaches you to be prepared, stay calm under pressure, and respect the elements. 
 
Q: If you could give one piece of advice to a new club member or beginner sailor, what would it be? 

My advice is simple: Don't be afraid to capsize. You only truly learn the limits of your boat (and yourself) when you've gone over. 

Right the boat, climb back in, and keep sailing. The wind is the best teacher you'll ever have. 

 

impressed by his understanding of hydrodynamics. He once 

discussed the "Vega" (his self-built OK Dinghy) with such 

technical precision—talking about the flex of the mast and the 

hull’s displacement—that it felt like talking to a professional 

naval architect. He was a "hands-on" sailor in the truest sense. 
 
Q: Did he share any wisdom or philosophy about 

life that he connected to sailing? 

The King often viewed sailing as a metaphor for self-reliance. 

He believed that a sailor must be disciplined and capable of 

solving their own problems. He once shared the sentiment 

that sailing teaches us to work with nature, not against it—a 

philosophy of harmony and "Sufficiency" that he applied to his 

leadership of Thailand. 
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Smooth Waters Ahead: Key Highlights 
from the RVYC General Committee 
As we move further into the 2026 season, the General Committee has been working 
dil igently to ensure the Royal Varuna Yacht Club remains the premier sail ing 
destination in Thailand. Following our recent sessions in the Spinnaker Room, here 
are the key highlights and strategic directions for our club. 
 
Enhancing the Member Experience 
The committee is focused on making your time at the club safer and more enjoyable. Key facility 
improvements include: 

• Clubhouse & Grounds: Approval has been granted to refresh kitchen equipment, service 
bowls, and cutlery. We are also continuing the installation of the bamboo wall at the beach 
bar and addressing necessary roof repairs. 

• Pool Safety: A project to repair pool tiles is scheduled for the low season. In the meantime, 
we urge all members and school groups to exercise caution in the pool area. 

• Digital Integration: To streamline your experience, the office is working on integrating the 
Mpay into the Varuna website for easier payments. 
 

Sailing & Powerboat Operations 
Safety and data-driven management are at the forefront of our maritime operations: 

• Fleet Upgrades: The assembly of the second "New Moon" RIB is underway this month. We 
are also testing propeller rings on our RIBs to balance safety with engine protection in local 
waters. 

• Regatta Success: Recent ILCA, Master, and OK events were highly successful on the 
water. We are now developing new onshore protocols to ensure the social and administrative 
sides of our events are just as seamless. 

• Safety Transparency: A comprehensive file regarding all club safety measures, liabilities, 
and waivers will be made available for members to review. 
 

Looking Toward the Horizon 
The GC is not just managing the present; we are planning for the next decade: 

• 2032 Vision: A dedicated sub-committee has been formed to look ahead to 2032, ensuring 
the club's long-term sustainability and growth. 

• Dart Worlds 2029: We have officially approved a sub-committee to begin preparations for 
bidding to host the Dart World Championships in 2029. 

• Community & Growth: We are actively pursuing marketing kits for schools across Thailand 
to promote our RYA courses. Additionally, look forward to a Brazilian Day event this 
September as we expand our social calendar. 
 

Your Voice Matters 
The committee is here to serve the membership. We have streamlined the process for member 
input: if you wish to raise any points or suggestions, you may now do so directly via email to the 
Honorary Secretary  secretary@varuna.org  
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The Coconut Boat Race 

ADVERTISING 

Savor the fruit, save the shell, 
build your vessel and win the race. 

“COMING SOON” 

Get ready for a maritime challenge like no other! 
The Coconut Regatta invites participants to 
transform humble coconut shells into high-
performance sailing vessels. This unique 
competition tests both creativity and naval 
engineering, as builders must navigate the 
shell's natural buoyancy while managing stability. 
Often requiring custom keels to keep the rounded 
hulls upright. Whether you are competing for the 
Speedster sprint title or the Artisan award for 
craftsmanship, success depends on mastering 
the delicate balance between wind resistance and 
weight. From hand-stitched leaf sails to bamboo 
rigging, these tiny "Nut-Sloops" prove that big 
ambitions can float in the smallest of packages. 

2026 Italian Cup 
La Dolce Vita Edition 
Get ready for a day of elegance, competition, and exquisite 
flavours! We are thrilled to invite you to the Italian Cup at 
the Royal Varuna Yacht Club on June 6. This isn’t just a race; 
it’s a celebration of the "sweet life" on and off the water. 

ALERT 

Experience "La Dolce Vita" 
After the final siren sounds, join us for an evening dedicated to the 
best of Italy. Whether you’re a sailor or a social member, you won’t 
want to miss the post-race atmosphere: 

• Italian Delicacies: A curated selection of traditional 
appetisers, pastas, and artisanal bites. 

• Fine Wines: Sip on premium Italian imports as the sun 
sets over the Gulf of Thailand. 

• Music & Atmosphere: Live vibes to keep the energy high 
long after the boats are docked. 

 

Benvenuti a tutti! We look forward to 
seeing you on the start line. 

 

Event Details: 
• The Race: A challenging long-

distance course designed to test 
your endurance and tactics. 

• The Celebration: Following 
the race, we transition from 
the sea to the shore for an 
authentic Italian festa. 
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Fleet Results: 
ILCA 7: Dominance from Great Britain 
Finley Dickinson (GBR) delivered a masterclass in consistency, leading from the first day and finishing with an 
impressive five race wins out of nine. 
1st Place: Finley Dickinson (GBR); 2nd Place: Nooa Laukkanen (FIN); 3rd Place: Chusitt Punjamala (THA)  
 
ILCA 6: A Local Hero Emerges 
The 34-boat ILCA 6 fleet saw the most frequent lead changes, with positions trading race-by-race on the final day. Marion 
Grace Montgomery (THA) secured the overall title after a standout opening-day comeback. 
1st Place: Marion Grace Montgomery (THA); 2nd Place: Jung Hyewon (KOR); 3rd Place: Ton Rattana (THA)  
 
ILCA 4: A Photo Finish 
The ILCA 4 division provided the most dramatic conclusion of the regatta. Heading into the final race, only one point 
separated the leaders. After nine races, the top two Thai sailors finished tied on 17 points overall. 
1st Place:  Hussaluk Srinakorn (THA); 2nd Place:Pinchanok Klaysomboon (THA); 3rd Place: Yu Kai Chen (TPE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Across three days of racing, the atmosphere on and off the water reinforced Royal 
Varuna Yacht Club’s reputation as a world-class sailing venue, providing 
competitive racing conditions, efficient race management, and a welcoming 
environment for sailors from across the region and beyond. The 2026 ILCA Thailand 
National Championships conclude with strong international participation, close 
racing across all fleets, and a high standard of competition from start to finish. 
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2026 OK DINGHY Thailand Open Nationals - 6/8 February 

The Royal Varuna Yacht Club (RVYC) provided a rugged and tactical arena 
for the 2026 OK Dinghy Thailand Open Nationals. With the 2027 World 
Championships looming on the horizon at this very venue, the 13-boat fleet 
wasn't just racing for a national title; they were testing the waters for the 
world stage. The regatta opened with a punch. South-westerly winds in the 
mid-teens created a "survival" atmosphere that saw three retirements on 
the first day.  "The wind was consistent from the south-west, but the waves 
were the real story," noted Apple Asawawatanaporn (THA). 

British Legend vs. Thai Stalwart: A Preview of the 2027 Worlds 

For those who stayed upright, the downwind legs were a high-speed 
game of "catch me if you can." Greg Florkow (THA) described the 
adrenaline: "I rode one wave, then another, then a third, and I 
wondered if it would continue or veer out of control."  
 
The Duel: Craig vs. Jakobsen 
The scoreboard tells a story of two different styles of mastery. Nick 
Craig (GBR), multi-class world champion, used a blistering middle-
series performance (four consecutive "bullets" in Races 4 through 7) 
to build a lead. However, local veteran Morten Jakobsen (THA) 
refused to let him sail away. Jakobsen’s consistency was relentless, 
never dropping out of the top three until the final races and ultimately 
winning the final race of the regatta. While Craig took the Open title, 
Jakobsen’s performance secured him the Thai National Champion 
crown. This regatta confirms the OK Dinghy’s "second coming" in 
Thailand. After decades of quiet, the class is seeing a massive ramp-
up in local interest. The efficiency of the RVYC Race Committee and 
the world-class conditions served as a perfect operational rehearsal 
for February 2027. Nick Craig now heads to Brisbane for the Finn 
Gold Cup, but his performance in Pattaya has set the benchmark for 
everyone eyeing the Worlds next year.  
 
Detailed Race report by Neil Semple on sail-world.com 
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