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RYA Certified Training Centre 
The Royal Yachting Association (RYA) is an internationally recognised organisation for all forms of 
boating.  Founded in 1957 and headquartered in Hamble, England, the RYA is ‘committed to providing 
equal opportunities for all’.  RVYC espouses the same policy, with membership open to all ages and 
nationalities and instruction in Thai or English.  Royal Varuna Yacht Club is RYA accredited to provide 
training in dinghy, multihull sailing and powerboat courses.  All RVYC instructors are RYA qualified 
and certified, making RVYC the most professional base for quality sailing classes in the region. 

Club Rules 
 
Clubhouse: No running and no yelling, 
please. Shirts on at all times. 
 
Wet clothing: Hang this on the drying 
racks near the changing rooms. Do not 
hang wet gear in the clubhouse. 
 
Members’ boats and equipment: 
Do not use, play on, sit on, or touch 
privately owned boats or equipment 
without the owner’s permission. 
 
Restricted areas: Junior students 
are not permitted in the carparks, behind 
the kitchen, or in the boatshed areas 
behind the club without adult 
supervision. Junior students are not 
permitted in the Boatmen’s shed unless 
accompanied by their instructor. 



 

 
The Varuna Breezes January 2026 - Thai Spirit of Sailing 
 

VARUNA Relax –  Cur iosi t ies,  and Some Gossip 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

THE PIGGY SHIRT 
2025 COMPETITION 
Final Results & Winner Coronation 

The Piggy Shirt Committee, together with RVYC, is 
proud to announce the winner of the 2025 competition: 

THE FLYING YORKSHIREMAN 
AKA “Capt. TYKE PHIL” 

EVERY SAILOR’S NIGHTMARE 
Renowned for his highly skilled sailing contradictions, our very friendly Yorkshire 
member devoted last season’s sailing activities to producing some of the most 
memorable “talks of the day” at the veranda’s chatting club. From an incredible flip-
over, to a special WWII memorial capsizing on top of a poor OK Dinghy, and the 
enthusiastic infringement of almost every known sailing rule, Philip has truly left his 
mark on the season. For these outstanding achievements, the Committee unanimously 
awarded him the honorary title of Captain Tyke. We look forward to Captain Tyke’s 
performance during the 2026 season and wish him nothing but the best winds. 
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80th ROLEX Sydney Hobart Yacht Race  
Get to know the 628 Nautical Mile Challenge 
 

It all started in 1945, nine yachts set off on Boxing Day for what 

was meant to be a casual cruise to Hobart - until friendly rivalry 

turned it into a race. The rest? Is history. Each year, sailors from 

around the world descend on Sydney Harbour to compete in one 

of the world's toughest offshore challenges, and it is the most 

professional base for quality sailing classes in the region. Today, 

more than a hundred yachts — from 100-foot maxis to Corinthian 

crews — take on the 628-nautical-mile challenge each year. The 

Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race remains a symbol of adventure, 

endurance, and camaraderie — an enduring legend of the sea. 

 

FIVE TEAMS ENTER HISTORIC AMERICA’S 
CUP ALLIANCE TO SUPERCHARGE FUTURE 
OF SPORT’S OLDEST TROPHY - Founding teams unite 
to unleash the potential of the America's Cup, introducing a professional 
structure and stable sporting calendar to the 174-year-old competition. 

Joining the Defender Emirates Team New Zealand and the official 

Challenger of Record, Athena Racing (GBR), are three teams from AC37: 

Italy’s Luna Rossa, the French K-Challenge, and the Swiss syndicate Tudor 

Team Alinghi. These five teams are the founding members in the newly 

introduced America’s Cup Partnership Agreement (ACP), an initiative 

aimed at creating a sustainable infrastructure for sailing’s oldest and most 

prestigious competition. Under the ACP, the event will run on a two-year 

cycle – a key benefit to teams and commercial partners looking to invest in  
the long term. AC38 and future America’s Cups will be run by an independent management team with oversight from a 

board of directors made up of representatives of the ACP members. Newly introduced budget caps and revenue sharing 

amongst the competing teams are hoped to make the event more accessible to new teams for long-term campaigns. A 

core element of the ACP is a commitment to the long-term future of the Women’s and Youth America’s Cup and to creating 

accessible and diverse pathways into the competition. This new era of collaboration between the teams presents an 

opportunity for the America’s Cup to uniquely position itself in the international professional sporting landscape, as one of 

sport's most demanding technical challenges. Throughout its long and storied history, only four nations – the United States, 

Australia, Switzerland, and New Zealand – have lifted the 174-year-old trophy. While the America's Cup has always been 

about designing and building the most technologically advanced boats of the era, recent cycles have seen a breathtaking 

step change in the complexity and performance of the yachts. Case in point: the AC75 foiling monohulls, now on their third 

AC cycle, represent the fastest and most technologically advanced sailboats the world has ever seen. These remarkable 

boats are capable of reaching speeds of 55.6 knots (102.9 km/h), and operate using computing power equivalent to five 

Formula 1 cars, monitoring over 30,000 data channels, and requiring more than one trillion simulation core hours during 

design and development.                                                                                                                                 Source: Yacht Racing Life © 2025 
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This publication contains proprietary information of Royal Varuna Yacht 
Club provided for readers use only. No other use is authorized without 
the express written authorization of the publisher. 

Introducing new members: 
Varuna is delighted to welcome our 
newest member, Karl Simpson, a 
retired engineer, Class of 1961, and an 
American with extensive experience 
across Asia. Karl first visited the club 
for a few sailing lessons and quickly 
fell in love with our facilities and, 
most of all, our friendly community. In 
just a few short weeks, he became a 
very active sailor in the Hobie fleet. 

Reciprocals: 

Hot news from the sailing world 

RNZYS Home of the America's Cup 
If you plan to visit New Zealand, as a 
Varuna member, you can access the 
“Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron 

(RNZYS)” In Auckland and visit their facilities, 
including their trophy room, where you can 
admire the real America’s Cup. Established in 
1871, RNZYS remains the official home of the 
America’s Cup after Emirates Team New 
Zealand defended the oldest sporting trophy in 
the world at the 37th America’s Cup in 
Barcelona in 2024. If you are interested to visit 
RNZYS, contact Royal Varuna Yacht Club 
reception for reciprocal protocol application.  

Coming Soon, March 22! 

Latest news from the America’s Cup 38th edition  
The Protocol for AC38 introduces several "Next Gen" changes aimed at 
cost-cutting and performance:  
Crew Size: The number of sailors on the AC75 yachts will be reduced 
from eight to five.  
Diversity Mandate: At least one of the three national sailors on board 
must be female.  
Sustainability: Teams with existing AC75 yachts from the 2024 cycle 
are required to reuse those hulls rather than building entirely new ones.  
Youth & Women’s Cups: Both the Youth and Women’s America’s Cups 
are confirmed to return in Naples for 2027 

286 Moo 12 Pratamnak Rd., 
Nongprue, Banglamung, 
Chonburi, 20150 Thailand 
Tel: (+66) 0 3825 0116 

General Inquiries: generalmanager@varuna.org 
Sailing Inquiries: sailcoach@varuna.org 
Membership: membership@varuna.org 
Events: event2@varuna.org 

Sailing alongside Phil “Yorkshire” Capel, Karl went on to win 
the IB Super Series (Bronze Fleet) at the Siamese Cat Cup, 
an impressive achievement so soon after joining. Welcome to 
Varuna, Karl! Fair winds and many more victories ahead! 
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